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If you're not resolved, you'll be dissolved.

Alfred J. Hoerth: “Procession Street was sixty-two feet wide
and paved with imported stone; it was called Aibur-Shab
(“the enemy shall never pass”) and must have supported
many a triumphal parade when the empire ruled the Near
East. Nebuchadnezzar was proud of what he had done for
Babylon. Many bricks that went into Nebuchadnezzar's
building project were stamped with dedicatory messages,
and bricks bearing his name can even now be picked up in
the ruin of the city. Such stamped bricks were originally used
structurally rather than as face bricks; their inscriptions were
intended only for the eye of the gods.™

Living in Babylon

e Daniel experienced the negative effects of incoherent
leadership — 1:1-2

In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah,
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and
besieged it. 2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah
into his hand, with some of the vessels of the house of God.
And he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of
his god, and placed the vessels in the treasury of his god.

o Moral collapse precedes political collapse.

o God will use even ungodly people to bring
about God’s will.

o A hardened heart leads to a darkened mind
that leads to disastrous decisions that end in
catastrophe.



e Daniel experienced heartache at a young age — 1:3-7
Then the king commanded Ashpenaz, his chief eunuch, to
bring some of the people of Israel, both of the royal family
and of the nobility, 4 youths without blemish, of good
appearance and skillful in all wisdom, endowed with
knowledge, understanding learning, and competent to stand
in the king’s palace, and to teach them the literature and
language of the Chaldeans. ° The king assigned them a daily
portion of the food that the king ate, and of the wine that he
drank. They were to be educated for three years, and at the
end of that time they were to stand before the king. ¢ Among
these were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah of the
tribe of Judah. ” And the chief of the eunuchs gave them
names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar, Hananiah he called
Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and Azariah he
called Abednego.

o Stripped away from his home and family by a
brutal foreign power.

o Babylon schemed to indoctrinate Daniel, but
God planned to influence Babylon through
Daniel.

e Daniel resolved to follow God in Babylon rather than
kneel to Babylon — 1:8-16

But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the
king’s food, or with the wine that he drank. Therefore he
asked the chief of the eunuchs to allow him not to defile
himself. ° And God gave Daniel favor and compassion in the
sight of the chief of the eunuchs, '’ and the chief of the
eunuchs said to Daniel, “| fear my lord the king, who
assigned your food and your drink; for why should he see
that you were in worse condition than the youths who are of
your own age? So you would endanger my head with the
king.” " Then Daniel said to the steward whom the chief of
the eunuchs had assigned over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah, ? “Test your servants for ten days; let us be
given vegetables to eat and water to drink. '3 Then let our
appearance and the appearance of the youths who eat the



king’s food be observed by you, and deal with your servants
according to what you see.” '* So he listened to them in this
matter, and tested them for ten days. '° At the end of ten
days it was seen that they were better in appearance and
fatter in flesh than all the youths who ate the king’s food. 7°
So the steward took away their food and the wine they were
to drink, and gave them vegetables.

o Even in Babylon, Daniel remembered who was
ultimately over Babylon.

o “Daniel resolved” + “[Daniel] asked.” Having
strong convictions does not necessitate
adopting the tone and posture of a demanding
obstinate jerk. Strong convictions born from the
crucible, where our sin meets God’s grace,
generate humility, not arrogance.

e God enabled Daniel to succeed in and even outlast
Babylon — 1:17-21

As for these four youths, God gave them learning and skill in
all literature and wisdom, and Daniel had understanding in
all visions and dreams. '8 At the end of the time, when the
king had commanded that they should be brought in, the
chief of the eunuchs brought them in before
Nebuchadnezzar. '° And the king spoke with them, and
among all of them none was found like Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah. Therefore they stood before the king.
20 And in every matter of wisdom and understanding about
which the king inquired of them, he found them ten times
better than all the magicians and enchanters that were in all
his kingdom. 2 And Daniel was there until the first year of
King Cyrus.

o God’s man is still standing when Babylon has
fallen.



Action points
1) Daniel resolved. Have you resolved to follow Jesus,
or are you still floating?

How?
a. Repent of your sin and shift your allegiance
and confidence to Jesus Christ.
b. Get baptized by immersion ASAP. To postpone
is to disobey.
c. Join a local church that is serious about God’s
Word and God’s glory.

1 John 2:17 And the world is passing away along with its
desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.

2) Cultivate the skill of requesting and appealing rather
than venting and reacting with raw emotion.

3) Point the children under your influence to the Bible.

How?
a. Regular church involvement.
b. Read them children’s Bible storybooks.
c. Fight for breathing room in your schedule for
real conversations with your children.
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